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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 16, 24, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , line 1 5; it is unclear what the words "in response to a selection of a 
preferred taxonomy" refers to. Does these words refer to the results of the comparison 
between the reference taxonomy and the application taxonomy? 

The similar deficiencies are found in claims 16, 24 and 26, which requires the 
same clarification / correction. 

Claims 2-15, 17-23, and 25 are rejected because of their dependencies. 

Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Allemang (US 2003/0050915). 
(Claims 1, 16, 24, and 26) 

Allemang discloses in figures 1-13,16,18,20-31, a method for managing data 
organisation for computer programs, the method including the steps of: generating and 
storing a reference taxonomy, the reference taxonomy comprising information defining a 
data organisation; accessing storage associated with a computer program to obtain an 
application taxonomy, the application taxonomy comprising information defining the 
organisation of stored data items of the program; comparing the reference taxonomy 
with the application taxonomy to identify matching and non-matching features of the 
compared taxonomies; and in response to a selection of a preferred taxonomy, storing 
the preferred taxonomy as a replacement of at least one of the reference taxonomy and 
the application taxonomy. 

(Claim 2) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the step of storing a preferred 
taxonomy in response to a selection of the preferred taxonomy including generating a 
modified reference taxonomy which aggregates features of the compared reference 
taxonomy and features of the compared application taxonomy, wherein an identified 
matching feature of the compared reference and application taxonomies is represented 
as a single node in the modified reference taxonomy. 

(Claim 3) 
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Allemang discloses in figures 16,21-23, in the step of storing a preferred 
taxonomy in response to a selection of the preferred taxonomy including generating a 
modified application taxonomy which includes features of the compared reference 
taxonomy. 

(Claim 4) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the generated reference taxonomy 
including nodes representing data structures and information representing relationships 
between data structures, and wherein the step of generating a modified application 
taxonomy includes generating at least one new data structure within the modified 
application taxonomy which new data structure corresponds to a node of the compared 
reference taxonomy. 

(Claim 5) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the generated reference taxonomy 
including nodes representing data structures and information representing relationships 
between data structures, and wherein the step of generating a modified application 
taxonomy includes repositioning data structures within the compared application 
taxonomy, such that the relationships between the data structures of the modified 
application taxonomy and nodes of the reference taxonomy are more consistent than 
the relationships between data structures of the compared application taxonomy and 
nodes of the reference taxonomy. 

(Claim 6) 
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Allemang discloses in figures 4-13, the step of generating a reference taxonomy 
including accessing storage associated with a second computer program to obtain an 
application taxonomy for the second program. 

(Claim 7) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, a step of accessing storage to obtain 
an application taxonomy including using an adapter which interfaces to the respective 
computer program to access information relating to the names of and relationships 
between stored data structures. 

(Claim 8) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the step of generating a reference 
taxonomy including receiving user inputs via a graphical user interface; and interpreting 
user inputs to generate nodes representing data structures of a taxonomy and to 
generate information representing relationships between data structures. 

(Claim 9) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the step of comparing including 
comparing, using string matching, qualified node names for nodes of the reference 
taxonomy and nodes, corresponding to data structures, of the application taxonomy. 

(Claim 10) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the step of comparing the reference 
taxonomy with the application taxonomy being repeated in response to a trigger 
condition. 

(Claim 11) 
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Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the trigger condition being expiry of a 
predefined time period. 
(Claim 12) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16,21-23, the step of generating a reference 
taxonomy being performed on a first data processing apparatus and is followed by a 
step of sending at least a part of the reference taxonomy to a second data processing 
apparatus, and wherein the steps of comparing and storing a selected preferred 
taxonomy are performed on the second data processing apparatus. 

(Claim 13) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16-23, the step of sending at least a part of the 
reference taxonomy being performed by a distributed publish/subscribe messaging 
system. 

(Claim 14) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16-23, including the steps of generating, via a 
graphical user interface (GUI), a graphical representation of the reference taxonomy 
including nodes representing data structures of the taxonomy; and in response to user- 
interactions with the GUI, generating calls to the computer program to initiate 
application program functions. 

(Claim 15) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4,16-23, wherein the GUI includes a data backup 
function call and the method includes the step of in response to user-selection of the 
data backup function call and user-selection of a set of one or more nodes of the 
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reference taxonomy, sending a call to the application program to backup data within the 
application taxonomy data structures corresponding to said set of nodes. 
(Claim 17) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-7, 5-12, including a plurality of adapters, wherein 
each adapter enables accessing of storage associated with a computer program of a 
respective type and obtaining the application taxonomy for the computer program of the 
respective type. 

(Claim 18) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-7, 16, including a graphical user interface (GUI) 
for generating a graphical representation of the reference taxonomy, the graphical 
representation including nodes representing data structures. 

(Claim 19) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-10, 16, 21-23, the GUI is responsive to user 
inputs to identify selection of a preferred taxonomy. 
(Claim 20) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-10, 16, 17-19, the GUI includes function calls for 
initiating operations of said respective computer program. 
(Claim 21) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-10, 16, 19, 21-23, the GUI includes a data 
backup function call and is responsive to user-selection of the data backup function call 
and user-selection of a set of one or more nodes of the reference taxonomy to send a 
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call to the respective computer program to backup data within the application taxonomy 
data structures corresponding to said set of nodes. 
(Claim 22) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-11, 16, 19, 21-23, including an adapter for 
interfacing between the means for generating a reference taxonomy and a 
publish/subscribe messaging manager to enable at least a part of the generated 
reference taxonomy to be sent to a second taxonomy manager via the 
publish/subscribe messaging manager. 

(Claim 23) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-10, 16, 19, 21-23, including a listener component 
for identifying receipt of reference taxonomy information and triggering the taxonomy 
manager to process such received taxonomy information. 

(Claim 25) 

Allemang discloses in figures 4-10, 16, 19, 21-23, including a graphical user 
interface for displaying taxonomies to a user and for responding to user inputs to 
identify selection of a preferred taxonomy. 

5. Claims 1 ,16,24, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Tang (US 6,636,849). 

(Claims 1, 16, 24, and 26) 

Tang discloses in figures 1-2, 5-7, and 11, a method for managing data 
organisation for computer programs, the method including the steps of: generating and 
storing a reference taxonomy, the reference taxonomy comprising information defining a 
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data organisation; accessing storage associated with a computer program to obtain an 
application taxonomy, the application taxonomy comprising information defining the 
organisation of stored data items of the program; comparing the reference taxonomy 
with the application taxonomy to identify matching and non-matching features of the 
compared taxonomies; and in response to a selection of a preferred taxonomy, storing 
the preferred taxonomy as a replacement of at least one of the reference taxonomy and 
the application taxonomy. 

6. Claims 1,16,24, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kasravi (US 6,636,849). 

(Claims 1,1 6, 24, and 26) 

Kasravi discloses in figures 1-4, a method for managing data organisation for 
computer programs, the method including the steps of: generating and storing a 
reference taxonomy, the reference taxonomy comprising information defining a data 
organisation; accessing storage associated with a computer program to obtain an 
application taxonomy, the application taxonomy comprising information defining the 
organisation of stored data items of the program; comparing the reference taxonomy 
with the application taxonomy to identify matching and non-matching features of the 
compared taxonomies; and in response to a selection of a preferred taxonomy, storing 
the preferred taxonomy as a replacement of at least one of the reference taxonomy and 
the application taxonomy. 
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Inquiry 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh V. Ho whose telephone number is 571 272 8583. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don K. Wong can be reached on 571 272 1834. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Binh V Ho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2163 
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